Building Safety in Your Burn Plan

Identify points of interest on your map.

· Put letters or numbers on your burn map to identify corners, gates etc.

· Make small signs to put out on the burn site to mark these locations.

· Use biodegradable products for these signs, 4” x 6” cards & cotton string.

Have equipment that works.

· Fire boss or his designee verify the morning of the burn that all the equipment is working and the operator knows how to operate it.

· Be sure the sprayers have enough gas.

Have more equipment on site than required.

· Have extra sprayers on site.

· Pump up sprayers for backups.

Be ready to burn when conditions is right.

· Have blinds and utility poles burned out before the day of burn.

Fireguards

· When blading fireguards roll the dirt to the outside of the burn area.

· Have small brush piles near fireguards burned beforehand or push them back into the burn.  Large brush piles should always be burned before the day of the burn.

Access to neighbors

· Get permission from neighbors to stage sprayers on their side of the fence.

· If you do not have access to neighbors write into the plan for safer conditions.

· Have all vehicles and ATV’s equipped with wire cutters to cut fences if necessary.

Have name cards for volunteers

· A card with volunteer’s name and cell phone # can be helpful

Start Early

· Start early enough to allow crews to survey the burn site before lighting.

· Forecasts are not always accurate, be ready to start earlier than planned to catch the conditions of the prescription.

When picking up equipment from Beyer’s be sure you get all the pieces to the sprayers.

Have fire extinguishers in all vehicles and ATV’s.

Check with your insurance to be sure you have coverage for burning.

Individuals

Bring personal gear to the burn

· Gloves

· Matches or lighter

· Wear all cotton clothing including socks

· Goggles for smoke are a good idea

· Handkerchief  to cover nose and mouth

· Water bottle

